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SUSUECT: ASSAULT ON MARINE CORPORAL JON HILDRETH

REF: KAMMAN-SIMONS TzLCON MARCH &, 188%

4. (U) SUMMARY: AT APPROXIMATELY CI30 HOURS ON

MARCH 6. 19835, MARINE CORPORAL JON HILDRETH wAS BRUTALLY
ASSAULTED BY TwC UNIDENTIFIED SOVIETS INSIDE THE
INTOURIST HOTEL IN MOSCOwW. ONLY AFTER SUFFERING A
SERIES OF BLOWS wHICH RESULTED IN ABRASIONS TO KIS

HEAD, NECK, LEFT ARM, AND CHEST. DID HILDRETH MANAGE

TC BREAK FREE OF HIS ATTACKERS, ESCAPE THE HOTEL, AND
RETURN TO THE EMBASSY. A SUBSEQUENT EMBASSY INVESTI-
GATION OF THIS INCIDENT COULD DETERMINE NO PLAUSIBLE
REASON FOR THE ASSAULT. END SUMMARY.

2. (C) AT APPROXIMATELY 0230 HOURS, MARCH 6, 1985,
MARINE CORFDORAL JON HILDRETH, ON AUTHORIZEZID LIBERTY., WAS
LEAVING THE INTOURIST HOTEL ALONE w—=EIN HI WAS CON-
FRONTED IN THI MAIN LOBSN OF THI =C7I0 5+ 7wl ()

MALE SOVIZTS ATTIRED IN JIVILIAN SCIT STZAKING N
FLUENT ENGLIS=. THZ SOVIEZTS INSISTE N SP

HIN,  WHIN HILDRETH EXPLAINEDT THAT #HI HAD NI DESIRE TO
TALK WITe THEM AND INTENDED ONLY TO RETURN TC THE
AMZRICAN EM3ASSY, THEY AGAIN INSISTED THAT HE TALK WITH

Qe

THEM, STATING ... THEREZ IS MJCH TO TalK ABOUT". AT
THIS POINT., HILDRETH OSSERVED & PERSON IN THt LOBEBE:
W=Z =D BILIZVED TC BE & CANADIAN.  (7=IS WaS

RCSEIRT . SHALKA, TTUNSEZLUOR AND CONSUL, CANADIAN IM3assy )
IN AN EFFORT TO DRAw THIS PERSON’'S ATTENTION TC HiS
SITULTION, HILDRET=~ AGAIN CLEAR.Y STATEDT IN EOTR

ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN HIS INTENTION TO IMMEDIATELY RETURN

TC THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. ACCORDING TO ROBERT SHALKA, WwHO
WAS INTERVIEWED BY THE REPORTING OFFICER ON MARCH 7, HE
OBSERVED HILDRETH BEING DETAINED BY THE TwO SOVIETS AND IN
AN EFFORT TO ASSIST, MANAGED TO ASK HILDRETH IF HE WANTED
SHALKA TO NOTIFY THE AMEZRICAN EMBASSY. HILDRETH REPLIED
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IN THE AFFIRMATIVE AND SHALKA IMMECIATELY REPCRTED
SILORETHS SITLATIIN 70 T=E EMBASSY 3y TILIFHCONE. O IN
THE MEANTIME., THE SCVIETS FCRCED HILDRETH INTT A SMaLL
RDOM ACUACENT 7O THE LCZESY. THERE THEY PROCEETED T2
ASSAULT HIM WwITH THEIR FISTS AND FEET. ONLY AFTER
RECEIVING A NUMEER CF SLOWS WAS HE ABLE 7O ZREAK FREZ
OF HIS ATTACKERS AND IN FLEEING THE ROCM, MET SHALKA AT
THE DCORWAY. ~ILDRETH APPEARED IN GREAT OISTRESS AND
INTENT ON LEAVING 7TmE mCTEL AS QUICKLY AS PCSSISLE
SHALKA NOTED ThAT LTON HIS ARRIVAL AT Tw=f J25FICC :”““MA
THE SCVIETS IMMEDIATELY RAISED THEIR mANDS AS IF 70
INDICATE THEY ~AD NOT TCUCHED HMILDRETH. MOWEVER, SHALKA
CBSERVED BLCOD ORIPPING FROM HILDRETH’S LIP. HILDRETH
IMMEDIATELY TOOK ADVANTAGE OF SHALKA’S INTERVENTION AND
RAN OUT OF THE HOTEL. HE SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK A TAXI BACK
TO THE EMBASSY AND REPORTED THE INCIDENT.

3. (C) AFTER QUESTIONING BOTH CORPORAL HILDRETH AND
THE TWO MARINES wHO WERE WITH HIM AT THE INTOURIST HOTEL
UP TO AN HOUR PRICR TO THE INCIDENT. AS WELL AS INTER-
VIEWING ROBERT SHALKA., WE SELIEVE THE ASSAULT wAS
COMPLETELY UNPROVCOKED 8Y HILDRETH. SHALKA ADVISEC THAT
SILDRETH WAS PERSCNALLY SEEN BY HIM SITTING ALCNE IN THE
DOLLAR SAR CF 7~E m~OTEL FCR APPROXIMATELY 30-345 MINUTES
PRIOR ~C ThZ INCIDENT IN QUESTION, AND THAT HILIRETH'S -
ACTIONS WERE ENTIRELY NON-PRCVCCATIVE.

4. (C)Y  WHILE THE TURPCSE OF THIS ATTACK IS NCT AS VET
CLEAR 7O US. WE INTEND NEVERTHELESS TO SUBMIT A STRONG
PROTEST WITH THE MFA, STATING CLEARLY THAT wE BELIEVE
THIS BRUTAL ATTACK WAS OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED AND THAT WE
EXPECT SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE THAT A REPETITION OF
SUCH VIOLENCE NOT CCCUR IN THE FUTURE.

S. (U) A COPY CF CUR NOTE 7O THE MFA WILL BE FORWARDED
SEPTEL. HARTMAN
END OF MESSAGE CONFIDENTIAL
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